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IS LEADERSHIP Looking over the tield of indus- 
LACKING? try, politics and finance in this 

year of grace, it is difficult to sce 
oustanding above the common level, the heads of any 
really great leaders. 

It is true there are men who seem to dominate their 
own particular fields, but analysis of the causes for 
their success would probably disclose that these men 
are largely opportunists, with a little more vision than 
the average, who have taken adyantage of rapidly 
changing methods during recent years to their own 
profit. It would be difficult to style such men as lead- 
crs, at least in the sense that they have performed any 
nal act which might be construed as inspiring to any 
reat element of the population. 

Yet this judgment may be too severe. It is generally 
recognized by discerning observers that the so-called 
machine-age has had a pronounced tendency to destroy 
initiative and make of the individual something of an 
automatum. True, there are still individualists among 
us, but those whose names appear most frequently in 
print are generally classed among the unsound in the 
ticld of logical thought. 

It would be a pity, indeed, if the development of 
machines and the adoption of machine methods univer- 
sally will tend to bring all men into a condition of uni- 
formity. Such a condition conceivably could, without 
the inspiration of at least some occasional genius, in- 
evitably reduce the common lot in time to one of medi- 
ocrity. 

One cannot help, from a reading of the day’s events. 
get other than a view of things indicative of a some- 
what hopeless floundering on the part of elective and 
appointive representatives in nation, state and city 
affairs. In short, the world lacks leaders. 

In the field of Freemasonry there scems, too, to be 
few if any outstanding leaders or authorities with suffi- 
cient inspiration, strength of character, or ability to 
guide the Craft into a position where it might take 
advantage of its opportunities to the full. 

Most of tne men entrusted with high office soon find 
themselves lost in the absorption of materialistic mat- 
ters, to the disadvantage of the Craft generally, and 
while there are many conscientious and earnest workers 
in its ranks, the times apparently have not developed 
men who can by their genius and zeal take Freemasonry 
up into a level above that of placid self satisfaction and 
contentment with the past in which for the moment, 
at least, if seems content to remain. 


Brother George W. Chester, known to thousands who 
have occasion to visit the Masonic Temple, Boston, 
where he is custodian, is recovering from a serious. ill- 
ness. His many friends will be glad to welcome him 


hack. 
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MASONRY’S With deep regret we announce the 
GRAND death on March 10, of Sir Alfred 
OLD Robbins at his home in Barons Court, 
MAN London, England, at the age of 


seventy-four. 

Sir Alfred, who served for thirty-six years as London 
correspondent of the Birmingham Post, in 1924 visited 
the United States to bring official greetings to Masonic 
organizations in this country. At that time he came 
to Boston as guest of the Massachusetts Grand Lodge. 
the oldest in the United States, and was then made an 
honorary member of the Fourth Estate Lodge. He 
had a host of friends and admirers among the Craft 
here. Since 1913 he had been president of the board 
of general purposes of the Grand Lodge of England, 
a position which has been described as the premiership 
of Freemasonry. 


The Duke of Connaught, grand master of the Grand 
Lodge of England, in investing Sir Alfred with his po- 
sition in 1913, also conferred upon him the title of past 
grand warden, highest honorary rank in the United 
Grand Lodge of England. Besides touring the United 
States in behalf of Masonry, he had also, in 1927, made 
a similar trip to Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil. He 
had a prominent part in Masonic charitable activities, 
and in 1929 was president of the Old Masonians Dra- 
matic Society. He also had the unique distinction of 
having a lodge named for him during his lifetime. 

His interests were not confined to Freemasonry. He 
headed, in 1908, the London District Institute of Jour- 
nalists, and was a member of the Society of Dramatic 
Crities and the Committee of Critics Circle. The Dick- 
ens Fellowship made him its president in 1929. King 
George knighted him in 1917 in recognition of his work 
as a dramatic critic, political writer and general news- 
paper man. He had written half a dozen plays, as well 
as books and articles on political historical, Masonic 
and social subjects, 

Thus passes to the Celestial Lodge above the dean 
of Masonry in the English speaking world. With 
marked ability and an abundance of those excellent at- 
tributes pertaining to a true Craftsman, Sir Alfred 
Robbins, by his personal charm, unfailing tact, and 
qualities of heart and mind, endeared himself not only 
to those whose privilege it was daily to come in con- 
tact with him, but through his deeds and words to be- 
come universally known and loved by millions. 

His spirit has passed from earthly sphere. His mem- 
ory will live forever. For men die, but their works, if 
founded on truth, shall live forever. 
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Large or Small Lodges? 


A Monthly Symposium 
The Editors 


Aurrep H. Moornouse 
BOSTON SAN FRANCISCO 


JosrpH A. MorcomBe 


Winuiam C. Rapp James A. Ferrerty 
CHICAGO MILWAUKEE 


CLOSER HARMONY IN SMALLER LODGE 
By Aurrev H. Moornovuse 
editor Masonic Craftsman, Boston 


HIS is a moot question, and as such susceptible 
Th innumerable interpretations, depending entirely 
upon the point of view of the individual, which in 
turn is influenced to a large extent by his Masonic 
environment, and experience. 
Cases can be made out for both 
the large and the small lodge. In 
the city, where large lodges pre- 
dominate, of a membership of sev- 
eral hundred, sometimes running 
up to over a thousand, it will be 
found that the average attendance 
comprises less than ten per cent of 
the membership, These men, sup- 
posedly held together in a mutu- 
ality of interests by the mystic tie 
of the Craft, cannot, because of the multiplicity of other 
activities and interests, maintain the same degree of 
interest that the smaller lodge with a very much larger 
percentage attracts. There are far more lukewarm 
members among the big lodges than among the small. 
On the other hand, when a lodge of less than a hun- 
dred meets, it does so with a more complete and unified 
harmony of motive than is possible for the larger or- 
ganization. In the small towns and villages throughout 
the country, particularly, men travel regularly many 
miles, often under extremely difficult conditions, to 
attend lodge. Their interest in all that concerns it is 
keen and sincere. These men are, in the writer’s opin- 
ion, the backbone of the fraternity. 


In England, where Freemasonry as we know it orig- 
inated, small lodges are the rule. There, while the 
amount of Masonic charity is not broadcast, the per- 
centage of members contributing both in number and 
relative amount to the objects of the craft is much 
greater than in America, A lesson may well be taken 
from the records of our English brethren who, with a 
fine disregard for pretentious temples, ostentatious dis- 
play or personal public adornment, typify much that is 
very fine. 

If intimate interest is to be maintained in the pur- 
pose of the Craft: if the service expected of members 
is to be something more than lip service, then the small 
lodge is decidedly the medium for its attainment. 

The apron Mason, the chronic “joiner” of the craft. 
is essentially the city man—member of “the biggest 
lodge in the state.” His contribution to Freemasonry 
is very small and negative in character. The small 
lodge member on the other hand more often is one to 
whom Freemasonry is a living, vital thing. His mem- 


bership means much to him. He has absorbed to a 
greater degree the significance of the institution, and 
in his ideals and personality measures up more truly 
to the standard of a MASTER Mason. 


LARGE LODGE OFFERS GREATER 
OPPORTUNITIES 
By Won. C. Rarr 
Editor Masonic Chronicler, Chicago 

HE superiority of a lodge is determined by the 
quality of its members, their ability and willing- 

ness to give of their time and energy, and the 
extent to which they are imbued with the spirit and 
principles of the fraternity. The 
numerical strength of a lodge is 
an important factor, but is not in 
itself conclusive evidence of worth 
or efficiency. 
There are small lodges, hero- 
ically striving to take advantage 
of every opportunity — offered, 
which are achieving varying de- 
grees of success; there are others 
in which a handful of members are 
hopelessly struggling merely to 
preserve their existence. There are large lodges which 
are splendidly fulfilling their destiny as Masonic bod- 


ies: there are others which, although apparently func- 
tioning acceptably, have deteriorated into organistic 


mechanisms in which the principles of Masonry are at 
low ebb or entirely lost sight of. 

The chief claims set forth in behalf of lodges of lim- 
ited membership are that their members enjoy better 
acquaintance with each other, that more intimate social 
relationship exists, and that a closer bond of brother- 
hood prevails than is possible in a large lodge. If this 
were true it would be important. It may be admitted 
that in a lodge of five hundred or a thousand members 
it is manifestly impossible to maintain close personal 
relationship between all members and their respective 
families. Nevertheless, a member of a large lodge may 
enjoy such intimate intercourse with a larger number 
of his brethren, if he finds them congenial, than will be 
found on the entire roll of membership of & lodge of 
forty of fifty members. He simply has a larger field 
from which to select those with whom he desires inti- 
macy and companionship. 

If is asserted that at the meetings of a small lodge the 
same members are always present, and that at the meet- 
lodges the attendance is constantly chang- 
ing. This is ret borne out by facts. Every lodge, be it 
large or small, has its band of faithful regular attend 
ants. The only difference is that at the meectings of 


a large lodge there are more of them. 


ings of large 
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It is indisputable that a large lodge offers greater 
opportunities in all matters having to do with the Craft, 
even though no individual can take advantage of all 
of the opportunities. It would be ridiculous to main- 
tain that a radio receiving set capable of picking up 
messages from a great number of stations is inferior to 
one of more restricted power; that a frugal meal with 
but little choice of viands has an advantage over a 
banquet where there is an elaborate menu to choose 
from, or that a small and incomplete library is pref- 
erable to a large one. 

The small lodge is naturally restricted by its more 
limited resources, in the things it may do for its mem- 
bers. It is unable to provide and maintain proper tem- 
ples in which to conduct its mectings. It cannot offer 
its members and their families the social and entertain- 
ment features it would like to. It cannot care for the 
material wants of its unfortunate members as well as 
a large lodge, nor does it, as a rule, evince greater in- 
clination than the large lodge to dispense assistance 
to those in distress. It may be maintained that these 
are material matters, and have nothing to do with the 
fellowship of Masonry, but they are integral parts of 
the institution, as it exists to-day, and cannot be ig- 
nored. Inability to do things is as barren of results 
as disinclination to do them. 

There is nothing that a small lodge can do which a 
large lodge cannot do better. Is it not significant that 
lodges do grow large? What attracts members to them 
if they fail in all those things for which they exist? 


SMALLER LODGES PREFERABLE 
By J. A. Ferreriy 
Editor Masonic Tidings, Milwaukee 

HERE are many excellent arguments both for 

and against large lodges or lodges having large 
memberships. 

Those favorable to large lodges have largely to do 

with the financial or material side 


of Masonry; those against, apply 
more readily to the esthetic or 
spiritual phas' 


B, 

A lodge with a large member- 
ship — 500 and up — can confi- 
dently expect to own its own tem- 
ple some day, to have a healthy 
treasury and to do things that 
small lodges cannot hope to ac- 


complish. Large lodges can pro- 
mote entertainments, can hire 
speakers of renown, and, by having a large choice, can 
often have more efficient officers, 

The small lodge, by very reason of its restricted 
membership, is certain to have a more fraternal at- 
mosphere, a warmer feeling of friendlineess and a 
higher percentage of spiritual content than its lay 
brother. At best, one can intimately know but a lim- 
ited number of people. The large lodge is consequently 
made up of several groups or cliques. Tf one’s own 
“crowd”? happens not to be present some night, it’s just 
too bad! 

In England the average lodge membership is under 
100 members. This is true in London and the other 
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large cities, as well as in the provinces. Those who have 
had opportunity to know by contact, say there is no 
attendance problem there. In fact, tales are told of an 
English Mason traveling clear across the country just 
to attend lodge. 

Of course, there, the members are usually all of one 
class or business, thus giving a kindred social or bus- 
iness tone to the lodge in addition to the fraternal 
appeal. 

The officers, too, can keep in more intimate touch 
with 100 members than is possible with 500 or 5,000. 

Real Masonry—fellowship, friendliness, brotherhood 
—is usually more in evidence in the smaller lodge. 


LARGER ENTITY MOST EFFICIENT 
By Jos. KE. Morcomne 
Editor Masonic World, San Francisco 

HE subject for present discussion is sufficiently 

indicated by the caption. The question is asked 

by Brother Rapp whether the large or the small 
lodge can best serve the purposes for which each is 
established and maintained; which 
will give greatest returns and 
those most valuable to the individ- 
ual member? Arguments could be 
multiplied on both sides, but our 
space limitation confines us to bar- 
est outline; to a consideration of 
such phases of the subject as may 
provide best food for thought. 

We come at once to the stock 
argument used in favor of the 
small lodge. It is claimed that the 
body of limited membership is more homogenous in tex- 
ture, more likely to be united in sentiment and activity. 
and far and away beyond the larger organization in 
all that goes to the fraternal life. 

It is doubtless true that in the simpler and more con- 
tented past Masonic bodies of a size allowing close 
acquaintance and a real intimacy of the membership 
were most likely to exemplify the quiet virtues distin- 
guishing the true Masonic character. But we are apt 
to idealize the past, and to take it for granted that the 
fathers were better men than ourselves. The little 
lodges of a generation ago, in more or less crude and 
isolated communities, were very real assets. They pro- 
vided social and moral centers, and were recognized as 
beneficial influences. The bond of union among Ma- 
sons was strong beyond any other, This much may be 
admitted, but it is also true that such lodges were too 
often stodgy, smug, and ruled by the Mrs. Grundy of 
that period. Their members were, on the whole, men of 
narrow vision, and their activities were closely hedged 
in by a limited culture and scant experience. 


The present-day advocate of the small lodge assumes 
that he is on the side of quality, as opposed to those 
who strive for quantity. But he makes the fatal mis- 
take of assuming further that the material of the 
smaller body is more carefully selected and therefore 
of superior ‘quality. Contrariwise he will have it that 
the larger lodge will, being obsessed with the idea of 
bigness, tend to admission of any or all who may apply. 
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and is certain to fall away from the accepted standards 


of the craft. 


But may it not happen; indeed is it not certain 
to happen, that the larger lodge 
of the superior organization essential to good 
management, be more apt to scrupulously examine into 
the quality of applicants? There will not be for such 
ry that presses upon the average 
small lodge, financially harassed or even embarrassed, 
to accept material of doubtful quality. The large lodge, 
having ample revenues, can afford to insist upon the 
best in available manhood, and to reject whatever of 


body the sordid necess 
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material does not come to its high standard. 


Bigness carried to an extreme may be a besetting 


will, because 


sarily be a greater f 
proportions. We are assuming that the distinction will 
be held in mind between a disciplined and co-ordinated 
body and a mere mob. 


sin of our American life, as is often alleged. But com- 
mon sense is on the side of those who hold that the 
larger entity, properly organized and managed, is most 
economical and efficient. This, as experience proves, is 
true for the properly conducted Masonic lodge. If 
management be lax, the larger aggregation will neces- 


ailure than that one of smaller 


The Great Lights 


An Oration Delivered before 


is without meaning. The arrange- 
ment of the lodge, furniture, altar, 
stations, covering, lights, in fact ev- 
erything about a lodge of Masons, 
has meaning. 


Every part of every degree, the 
preparation of the candidate, the 
reception, every action, word and 
movement, has meaning. Some of 
the things meant are explained, some 
are not. Some things that we see and 
hear have lessons that are easily per 
ceived; others have meanings not so 
casily seen. 


years pass on we are in- 
creasingly impressed with what the 
things close at hand mean to us. In 
the commonplace we find those les- 
sons that give life a deeper meaning. 
So in our search as Masons we may 
well go to all the lore of the ages. 
We may search through history, 
ponder the deep philosophies, strive 
to understand the mystic teachings 
that have been handed down from 
remote times, Thus may we inerease 
our understanding of Masonry. We 
ought not, however, to neglect the 
things that are at all times close to 
us. Simple things that we see and 
often touch as we gather within our 
lodges. 

Many times the question is asked: 
“What do you see in Masonry?” 
Not always is the question put in 
just those words, but very often with 
the same meaning. The question has 
come to me in just that form often. 
Some time ago it was put to me by 
one who occupied a rather high po- 
sition in the affairs of the day in 
whieh we live. When I was back in 
my study I pondered over that ques- 
tion. LT sought an answer for it. I 
felt that T should have an answer 


By Groner S. Stoan 


that would satisfy my own mind. So 
I pondered over the subject. I start- 
ed back at the time when first I 
sought admission into a lodge of 
Masons. Step by step I passed 
along until in my mental review I 
came to the place where light was 
given to me—the first thing I ever 
saw in Masonry—the Great Lights. 
That presentation made a deep and 
lasting impression upon me. First 
of all because of the manner in 
which the presentation was made. 
And also because of the things thus 
presented, They were commonplace 
thing s—things IT had known all my 
life. T recall that afterwards I won- 
dered why those things were used, 
why they were given such distinction, 
why they were so placed together. 
Then more of the mystie light was 
given me, and after a while I took 
the Great Lights as a matter of 
course. I wandered away into far 
fields of research, : 

_ Twenty years have passed. Dur- 
ing that time I have not been in- 
active in Masonry. I have had the 
high honor of being in the East; I 
have worked in study clubs; I have 
read books, pamphlets and maga- 
zines. In the rich fellowship and 
surrounded by those whose munds 
are stored with many facts, and 
blessed with much understanding, I 
have journeyed on. Something of 
Masonry has entered deep into my 
mind and laid hold upon my heart. 
Masonry means much to me, both 
because of the light of understanding 
it gives, and because of the feelings, 
deep and abiding, it inspires. 


Phere is so much opportunity to 
study about our Craft. So many 
books, so many magazines, so much 


the Grand Lodge of Idaho 


material afforded us, that if one 
should give all his time to that study 
he could not cover all of the mate- 


ul. Take the printed proceedings 
of the grand lodge. Here is a wealth 
of material, so full of merit. We 
wonder sometime swhy masters of 
lodges do not more often use the 
printed proceedings of the grand 
lodge for the edification of the breth- 
ren in their lodges. And yet we 
think we know why not. Such ma- 
terials, like the speeches we hear, the 
books that we read, and such things, 
taken apart from the surroundings 
and circumstances that called them 
forth, when presented to hearts and 
minds unprepared by the rich fel- 
lowship wherein they were born, lose 
much of their power to move both 
the mind and the heart. 

When a master presents the pro- 
ceedings of the grand lodge to his 
lodge he is much like one who has 
made the journey up to the top of 
some great mountain, in company 
with choice companions. As he 
journeys along his heart is warmed 
within him, His spirit is exalted. 
And when at last he stands, with the 
kingdoms of the world spread out 
wefore his vision, new values enter 
lis soul. Back in the valley again 
he holds a pebble in his hand. This 
pebble he has brought back from the 
mountain top. He holds it cout to 
he view of those who remained in 
he valley. He says that mountain 
is like this pebble. As he goes en 
o tell the vision of the mounfain top 
that his words do not 


w discovers : 
convey that whieh he prizes se 
tighly. He discovers the truth that 
wae man must climb the mountain of 
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truth for himself. The exalted vision 
is given to those alone who climb. 

What a mountain top experience 
we have here. In company with 
great souls we view the work. We 
listen to these men who have carried 

“the heat and burden of the day” 
for more than half a century. We 
feel the contact of spirit with spirit. 
We listen to words telling of high 
resolution as the records of the past, 
and the riches of the present posses- 
sions of Masonry are recalled. From 
this high vantage point we think of 
the world; we think we can see the 
destiny of this great state of ours, 
influenced by the high principles of 
our art operating through ten thou- 
sand Masons. We see even into the 
purple twilight along the horizon— 
to that land beyond—as we hear the 
names of our departed brethren. 

And as we take back the pebble, 
if I may use the figure of speech, 
“The Grand Lodge printed Pro- 
ceedings,” we find that without the 
surroundings that we here obtain — 
the rich fellowship, the spirit up- 
lifted — we cannot convey to the 
brethren that have not climbed to 
this mountain top much of the mean- 
ing that the sessions of Grand Lodge 
have had for us. 

So with other Masonic material. 
Joseph Fort Newton wrote “The 
Builders.” We have been told that 
this great Masonic book is in our 
library. We should read it—study 
it! 

In the foreword to the book New- 
ton tells us why he wrote such a book. 
No doubt every thoughtful Mason 
has had the same desire to obtain a 
clearer understanding of Masonry. 
The three divisions of the book, 
prophecy, history, interpretation, in- 
dicate the nature of the contents 
Mason can read “The Builders” 
without becoming a better man. It 
repays the effort of reading many- 
fold. And yet not this book, great 
and helpful as it is, nor any other 
book, is placed on the altar as one 
of the great lights. 

Many apologists for the Bible have 
arisen. There have been many crit- 
ics, and we still have them. Some 
have thrown the book aside because 


some things in it they cannot accept. 
Tt seems to me that such men are as 
foolish as a man would be who, find 
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ing a piece of ore shot through with 
gold, would throw it away because 
it contained some dross, because he 
could not use all of it. 

Masonry has honored no book as 
it has honored the Bible. Many we 
present it to to-day from a non-sec- 
tarian point of view? We well know 
that scores of denominations have 
been built up, all differing as to in- 
terpretation of the Book. May I 
present it as it appears to one who 
looks back to the home in which he 
grew up and where it was the Great 
Book, as one who feels that much 
of the richness of the lives that have 
blessed his life found their treasure 
in the promises and teaching of that 
great Book; as it appears to one 
who has gone to it in sorrow, taken 
its sayings to those in bereavement, 
used its teaching as advice, to warn, 
and to encourage; as it appears to 
one who has had the high privilege 
of being accepted into that fellowship 
where it is held to be one of ‘The 
Great Lights”? May we present it 
from a Masonie viewpoint, at least 
in so far as we are able to think Ma- 
sonically ? 


One great church held that this 
Book was the great light. But that 
church refused to let the people read 
it. The great light was chained to 
a desk in a cell, and the whole world 
was in darkness—then the dark ages 
held sway over a troubled world of 
mankind, We may as effectually lock 
the pages of that book by fear of 
controversy, or by remaining igno- 
rant of its contents. 

The records of that Book begin 
with God. In that, is it not Masonic? 
Swiftly the records unfold. What a 
seene lies back of those first four 
chapters! Men of science have read 
the record of the rocks and given 
great meaning to those observations 
of minds “walking in the early morn- 
ing of human life and understand- 
ing.’ Next comes man formed of the 
earth, A living soul! Then the blight. 
Then the record follows man on that 
slow toilsome journey up the moun- 
tain towards God. Wonder stories 
—storics of pestilence, famine, jeal- 
ousy, hatred, murder and intrigue. 


Down from the mountain, the ree- 
ord follows man across the long, long 


journey to another mountain. Here 
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in the records we find miracle stories, 
exalted poetry, sublime hymns (the 
Psalms), drama, romance. 

No treatment of the great lights 
would be complete in, any sense with- 
out the thought of immortality. As 
we read the Book we become increas- 
ingly aware of the fact that the end 
of the journey of life lies just at the 
beginning of the journey of eternity. 
Here and there the curtains are 
drawn back from the windows of this, 
our house of clay, and we are given 
a glimpse out along that highway 
that leads to the bright City of God. 

This universe in which we live is 
so vast as to stagger the mind of man 
as he seeks to comprehend it. The 
light from yonder star that shines in 
the sky even now will not reach the 
boundaries of the universe, if the uni- 
verse be bounded, for a hundred 
years. How like a flash of light in 
the darkness is the life of man! Out 
yonder are heavenly bodies so large 
that if our sun should be placed in 
the very center of one, our earth 
would describe its annual journey 
upon its equator. Heavenly bodies 
with diameters of one hundred eighty 
million miles? How small we are! 


Far from being depressed by the 
vastness of the universe, the soul of 
man exults. The power back of all 
creation is his God. The Grand 
Master presides over His work. 
Words of the great light paint the 
picture, but faintly, of what man 
shall be when he walks out upon that 
great highway of the universe, free 
from his prison of clay, with the ears 
unstopped to listen to the music of 
the universe, the heavenly choirs, 
with eyes uncovered to behold Him 
in His beauty. Faith looks beyond 
the “Brow of the Hill’, and the 
thought of life beyond, of glad re- 
union, of being set to work by the 
Supreme Grand Master upon the 
walls of the Heavenly Temple, light- 
ens all the drab pathway of life with 
luminous glory, 

So one great light takes man from 
the Garden to God. And the other 
two speak of righteousness and love. 
As we pause before the altar now 
and then, may something of these 
great lessons, and others which they 
may teach, enter into our minds and 
hearts. 
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Lodge Courtesy 


There is an old saying that history 
repeats itself. In these days of much 
being said about lodge attendance, it 
is interesting to discover that the 
present generation is not much dif- 
ferent from those of other days. We 
are constantly querying regarding 
the lack of attendance in many Ma- 
sonic quarters. This complaint comes 
not alone from one branch of the in- 
stitution, but from all branches of 
the fraternity, and is not confined 
alone to our fraternal institution. It 
is the universal topic of nearly every 
phase of activity in this day and gen- 
eration. One person will attribute 
it to the radio, to the effect that 
those who once found other things 
for enjoyment have only to return 
home after the day’s work is com- 
pleted, and after supper, put on his 
smoking jacket and turn on the 
switch, where he is enabled without 
much effort to listen to every con- 
ceivable kind of entertainment with- 
out stepping from his own hearth- 
stone or fireside. Another will tell 
you that the reason why he does not 
attend is because there are so many 
new faces with whom he does not feel 
acquainted and that those who held 
his friendship and associations of 
other days now fail to put in their 
appearance with any degree of regu- 
arity, Another says that there are 
not enough evenings in the week to 
give the necessary attention to all the 
hings which he would like to do, and 
therefore some of the associations of 
ormer days must be cast aside. Still 
another group come to the conclusion 
hat all organizations are apparently 
the same and they do not differen- 
tiate between a canoe club and a civic 
improvement ociation, a mock 
rial or a political gathering. To 
hem, each one is an evening of tem- 
orary excitement and mode of con- 
tact. All of which may be necessary, 
but are not quite as essential as some 
of the worthwhile fraternities — in 
fact, this happily is not the case in 
every jurisdiction or location. Oc- 
sasionally, we find a group of men 
who hold to the theory that for 
worthwhile appreciation and enjoy- 
ment there is no fraternal contact 
which can favorably compare with 
the association which comes from 
contact with men who have found the 
best side of Freemasonry, namely, 


friendship and brotherly love. It has 
long been our contention that men 
of real earnestness become associated 
with and maintain their contacts 
with groups or organization which 
pay the best dividends, and by that 
we do not mean dividends in dollars 
and cents. How, then, can a Masonic 
lodge pay extra dividends to its mem- 
bers in these days of stress and un- 
usual social activity? As we said in 
the early portion of this article, the 
general complaint of to-day is not 
very different from that of other 
days, and in our research we find re- 
peatedly that the problems of to-day 
are but the problems of yesterday 
coming forth to new environments, 
perhaps by a new method. 

Brother Bun F. Price. writing 
some time ago about Lodge Courtesy, 
spoke as follows: “There scems to 
be a general complaint on the part 
of city lodges of the small attendance 
at lodge mectings. and how to rem- 
edy it is the all-absorbing question. 
This state of things may be brought 
about in many ways, chief among 
which is a lack of lodge courtesy. 
How often have you attended lodge 
meetings and noticed members sit 
throughout the entire evening with- 
out being recognized, except, per- 
haps, by the secretary or some inti- 
mate friend? How often have you 
seen the worshipful master enter the 
Jodge room, speak a moment with the 
secretary, and perhaps. the wardens. 
and then go direct to the East and 
proceed to open the lodge? How 
often have you seem brethren “clothe 
themselves”. and sneak away to their 
seats, and there sit like a “knot on a 
log 
passing, with their eves fixed on a 
chair? How often have you seen 
brethren called on to assist in’ the 
work with formality that would do 
+? How often 
siters and past 


>, obliviens ta others who were 


eredit to a diplem 
have vou noticed vi 
masters stay through the entire pro- 
ceeding without ever once being ree- 
ognized officially? How often have 
vou noticed. at the close of the lodge, 
how the brethren would make a rush 
for their hats. as though the house 
was on fire, and they were trying to 
ect out? 


“Yes, of course, you have noticed 


all these things! And why is it thus? 


Simply because there is an icy at- 
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mosphere in the room, which has been 
allowed to escape from the refriger- 
ator of non-sociability — a lack of 
lodge courtesy. The brethren have 
attended lodge as a matter of duty, 
and once in there, “Stuck it out,” 
notwithstanding their teeth chat- 
tered, and their fraternal feeling 
froze hard and fast. 

“Do you think these same brothers 
will subject themselves again to that 
kind of treatment? Not much. So 
you must reckon without this number 
in the future. And so it is continued, 
meeting after mecting, until so large 
a majority has been struck with the 
cold wave that a “corporal’s guard” 
of members at a mecting is a rarity. 
Visitors may augment the number oc- 
casionally, but they, too, never come 
but once. There is no use in disguis- 
ing the fact that a lack of courtesy 
and warm feeling, in a great meas- 
ure, solves the problem of “thin 
meetings.” 

If this is the case, let’s try another 
tack. Let’s lay aside that coldness 
and apathy which is so detrimental 
to lodge attendance, and illustrate in 
our every-day walks and at lodge 
meetings that warmth of fellowship 
and brotherly love which should ever 
characterize the “Sons of Light.” 
Never attend a lodge meeting with- 
out shaking hands with everyone 
present, if possible, and asking after 
their health and the health of their 
families. Should you find a brother 
in distress or bowed down, sympa- 
thize with him, present him to the 
other brethren, and converse freely 
with him yourself, thereby causing 
him to forget his woes for a short 
time at least. In short, meet them 
all and pass a few words, even though 
it be only the compliments of the day. 

“But then, we don’t have the time, 
says one. “What if some of them 
are st rangers to us?” says another ; 
and “We don’t believe in that <ind 
of foolishness.” says a third. 

“Of course, you can find excuses 
if you wish, but there is none of them 
but what can be overcome. Make it 
a point to get to lodge a little a me 
of the opening, and spend a few me 


i re € . t ittle 

ments with those who are also uli 
i Few utes 
ahead, then remain a few mim 
to complete 


after the lodge closes nd 
your rounds with the brethren. ‘ 
pecially should this be the eT - 
the master and other oat ne 
is no trouble about ae ir 

| “4, Try i see. 

‘¢ vou want it. Try it, ane se 
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“Strangers to you,” did you say? 
You did not mean that. There can 
be no strangers in a Masonic lodge 
unless you will it that way. That is 
the one place where “all are on a 
level, and though you never have seen 
the face before or heard the name 
of the “Stranger to you,” you can 
go to him with all confidence, intro- 
duce yourself, shake his hand, and 
make him feel at home. He may be 
worth his millions and you not a cent, 
or vice versa, and yet every Mason 
knows that he is the equal of any 
brother within the confines of the 
lodge room. Try this, also. 

“You don’t believe in such foolish- 
ness,” eh? Ah! there’s the rub. You 
mistake brotherly love and courtesy 
for “foolishness”; you violate the 
tenets of your profession because you 
think them “foolishness”; you nurse 
your wrath and petty spite under the 
guise of “foolishness”; you conceal 
your vanity, and keep up your ex- 
clusive ideas wrapped in the cloak of 
“foolishness.” And thus might we 
continue, as the word “foolishness” 
covers a multitude of shortcomings. 
But there is no “foolishness” about 
it. It is simply a violation of duty, 
a sacrifice of lodge courtesies, and 
an outrage perpetrated upon your 
own conscience. Divest yourself of 
this idea, do the full measure of your 
duty, make yourself the embodiment 
of lodge courtesy, and all will be well 
with you and your lodge, and the 
brethren will come again. Try it, 
and be convinced.” But, said an- 
other: 

“Tt doesn’t cost anything to pat 
a brother on the back when he en- 
ters the hall on mecting nights, and 
say, ‘Hello, Ed, how are you to- 
night?” 

“Tt doesn’t cost anything when a 
stranger enters the lodge room to 
gather around him and grasp his 
hand and say, ‘Welcome, brother, 
make yourself at home.’ 

“Tt doesn’t cost anything to say a 
cheering word to the brother who 
has fallen by the wayside in sickness 
or distress, but it does him a world 
of good and makes you feel better 
for doing it. 

“Be friendly, be brotherly, and the 
sunshine of fraternal love will enter 
your heart and make you happy.” 

"Are we guilty of any of these dis- 
courtesies as we read over the items 
which he mentions? Could we not 
find at the lodge gathering a frater- 
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nal contact not usually found else- 
where if we approach the situation 
with any degree of appreciation and 
should we not necessarily be enriched 
by that fraternal contact in a degree, 
the value of which cannot be calcu- 
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lated in this or the coming days? 
Would it not be well to give it a trial. 
thereby discovering again and again 
that all important question, “Know 
ye not that ye are brethren?” 
—What Cheer Trestleboard. 


Worthy Object For Masonic 
Support 


[We commend to the consideration 
of our readers the excellent editorial 
article below from the pen of William 
C. Rapp of the Masonic Chronicler, 
Chicago. There is food for thought 
in it, and an opportunity is afforded 
the Craft as a whole to demonstrate 
in striking fashion the practice of 
those precepts that form a part of 
its daily life——A. H. M.] 

Modernly there is the inclination 
to mistake noise for action, clamor 
for achievement, and a fanfare of 
trumpets for wisdom. The up-to- 
date go-getter wants to open every- 
thing with a bang and close it with 
a snap. The impudent and enter- 
prising “hustler” is a bearcat for 
publicity. He not only wants his left 
hand to know what his right hand 
doeth, but would like every hand for 
miles around to be fully informed. 
And if the feet, too, can get the tid- 
ings, he is so much better pleased. 
About the head he does not seem to 
care so much. He likes to hear the 
welkin ring if his own deeds are the 
cause of the reverberation. So a 
large portion of the population has 
come to accord rather too much es- 
teem to blatant claims of achieve- 
ment and the spotlighting of things 
of decidedly insignificant worth. 
They have an amused contempt for 
laborious effort and conscientious en- 
deavor, have little respect for modest 
merit and inconspicuous devotion to 
duty, and really value nothing unless 
they can see motion and immediate 
results, and hear the sounds of tri- 
umphant struggle. 

The innumerable kernels of grain 
now in the ground make no sound as 
they do their work preparatory to 
bringing forth the thousands of acres 
of grain next summer for the feeding 
of the world’s peoples. The sap is 
inaudible as it rises through the tis- 
sues of the trees to clothe the forests 
in living green. The coral insects 
that lay the broad foundations and 


build up reefs and even islands in 
the ocean waters toil silently and die 
unknown, leaving only their work be- 
hind them. The broad rivers that 
bear the commerce of nations flow 
without noise down to the sea. The 
tide of time which carries us all 
toward eternity is soundless. In fact, 
the inevitable and important move- 
ments that affect the world and the 
lives of men are silent and overcome 
all obstacles. 

The original intent of Masonry 
was to exert a persistent, persuasive 
and beneficial influence upon the lives 
of its adherents by a quiet, evolution- 
ary education in the good things of 
mind and heart. It was aimed at the 
uplift of the race by exerting its in- 
fluence upon the units composing 
that race, working upon the hypoth- 
esis that a world full of righteous 
men can be nothing else than a right- 
cous world. It contemplated no im- 
mediate and decisive results, and ex- 
pected none, basing its faith upon a 
gradual an dconstant improvement 
that in the course of time would ac- 
complish its desired results beyond 
the possibility of retrogression or de- 
feat. 

As in every organization composed 
of a large number of men of inde- 
pendent opinion, there are those in 
Masory who contend that the institu- 
tion is in danger of becoming unat- 
tractive and inert because it does not 
carry banners and declare itself in 
favor of this or that contemporary 
movement or crusade. They become 
impatient of its age-old restrictions, 
declaring it but a big, partially or- 
ganized, unwieldly association of 
moral teachers, advice givers, ritual 
repeaters, eaters and smokers. And 
they ask that it declare itself and 
take a part in solving present day 
problems. 

All of us occasionally become im- 
patient of the never-ending struggle 
to effect individual betterment, and 
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cry out that the fraternity “do some- 
thing”; that, as some say, it justify 
its existence by exerting its strength 
and carrying to triumph some proj- 
ect dear to the heart and inspiring 
to the imagination, which the profane 
world may see and learn of the value 
and utility of Masonry. We long 
for results — visible consummations 
of things laudable and long-desired. 
The human desire for justification, 
for accomplishment and even for ac- 
claim actuates us, and we are not 
justly to be blamed, though such ac- 
tion would depart considerably from 
the original plan of Masonry, by 
which we are but links in a long 
chain, laborers putting forth our 
humble efforts to forward a project 
which is the work not of years but 
of centuries, and which when com- 
pleted in the dim reaches of the fu- 
ture will mean the ushering in of an 
earthly millennium. 

There are, however, some projects 
in which the Masonic sense of right 
should counsel co-operation and par- 
ticipation, projects upon which there 
should be no decided differences of 
opinion and to espouse which ought 
not to imperil harmony to any per 
ceptible degree. It would be danger- 
ous for our fraternity to assert itself 
in favor of any movement or reform 
on which there is considerable diverg- 
ence of honest opinion among breth- 
ren. It would be highly injudicious to 
allow the zeal, even of a majority of 
the membership, to take a decisive 
stand upon any disputed question 
which would raise opposing factions 
and thus retard the object of the 
institution—the production of better 
men by harmonious association and 
quiet discussion. ; 

Among the few non-controversial 
matters which the Masons of the 
United States might take up and 
push to a successful issue, and to 
which there should be but negligible 
opposition is the amelioration of the 
tuberculosis relief situation in the 
southwestern states, Arizona, New 
Mexico and Texas are, by reason of 
their climate, most favorable for the 
arrest and cure of this much feared 
disease. There go thousands of Ma- 
sons afflicted with this malady, the 
larger proportion of whom are not 
and cannot be self-supporting. hey 
sooner or later become burdens upon 
the comparatively weak lodges of 
that region. There could be no finer 
object for Masonic liberality than 
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the relief of this distressing situation. 

There is very little criticism that 
can be made of the way in which the 
Masons of the several states take 
care of needy, distressed brethren 
within their own boundaries. In this 
important matter, however, they have 
been decidedly remiss. With narrow 
selfishness it has been urged that Ma- 
sonic charity cannot be extended to 
such a distance and that the south- 
western states must work out the 
problem for themselves without call- 
ing upon the rest of the country for 
assistance. To everyone who gives 
the subject any thought, it is appar- 
ent that this contention is untenable 
and absurd. It would be as sensible 
to insist that the village of La 
Grange assume the entire mainte- 
nance of the Illinois Masonic Or- 
phans’ Home, or the city of Sullivan 
bear all the expenses of the State 
Home for Aged Masons, because 
these institutions are located in the 
places mentioned. Very few of the 
inmates of these places come from 
La Grange or Sullivan. They are 
from all parts of the state. Anal- 
ogously, it is usually not the natives 
or longtime residents of Arizona, 
New Mexico or Texas who are there 
for the relief of tuberculosis. These 
pitiable dependents — burdens 
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through no fault of their own—are 
from all parts of the country. Each 
state furnishes its quota, and there 
is an especially large representation 
from Illinois. It is cowardly and 
selfish for the Masons of the country 
to stand upon an outworn precedent 
and insist upon limiting their char- 
ity to their own borders, ignoring the 
palpable fact that it is their own 
members in the southwestern states 
who are in need of assistance. 

Here is a fine opportunity for 
those Masons who are so vociferous 
in their demands that the fraternity 
“do something definite” to put their 
preaching into practice. If it is laud- 
able for the Mystic Shrine to spon- 
sor and support the hospitals for 
crippled children, it would be equally 
admirable for lodge Masonry as a 
national unit to assume the respon- 
sibility of this very necessary tuber- 
culosis relief, and there is the addi- 
tional urge of our acknowledged ob- 
ligation to extend aid to the dis- 
tressed—especially our own—when- 
ever found. The great need is com- 
mended to the consideration of those 
who are perpetually crying out that 
the institution should have some con- 
crete and visible object upon which 
to expend its great energies and 
bestow its charity. 


The Candidate 


(Copyright. 1926. by The Masonic Service Association of the United States. Reprinted 
by permission.) 


Freemasonry first asks questions 
of the condidate for initiation, and 
then about him. 

A lodge must be satisfied as to 
five important matters; a petitioner’s 
motive for applying for the degrees ; 
his physical being, his mental equip- 
ment, his moral character and his 
political status, using the word in 
its non-partisan sense. 

It is highly important that Free- 
masons understand that a man’s mo- 
tives for petitioning a lodge are 
proper, otherwise we cannot guard 
our West Gate from invasion by 
those who will not, because they can- 
not, become good master Masons. 

A man must ask for Light “of his 
own free will and accord.” Not only 
must he so declare in his petition, 
but nine times during his initiation 
must he repeat the statement. Here 
grow the roots of that unwritten but 
universally understood prohibition 


—no Mason must ask his friend to 
join the order. 

It is easy to persuade a friend to 
“join something.” We enjoy our 
country club—we will enjoy it more 
if our friend is a member. We put 
an application before him and per- 
suade him to sign it; quite right and 
proper. We belong, perhaps, to a 
debating club or an amateur theat- 
rical society, or a board of trade or 
a luncheon club. Enjoying these 
activities, we desire our friend also 
to have those pleasures, so we ask 
him to become one of our circle. 

Entirely proper procedure in such 
organizations, it is a wholly im- 
proper course in Masonry. a nies 
a man petitions the Fraternity Ae 
pelled by something within | himself, 
he must state an untruth nine times 
Unless he is first 
and not in 


in his initiation. 
prepared “in his heart 
his mind, he can never grasp the 
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simple but sublime essentials of 
brotherhood. To ask our friend to 
petition our lodge, then, is to do him 
not a favor but an injury. 

In most jurisdictions a petitioner 
is required seriously to declare upon 
his honor, not only that he comes of 
his own free will and accord, but un- 
influenced by any hope of financial 
gain. There are men who want to 
become Freemasons because they be- 
lieve that the wider acquaintance and 
the friends made in the lodge will be 
“good for business.” So do men join 
the church or a Bible class because 
they believe they can sell their goods 
to their fellow members! But the man 
who desires to become a member of 
a church that he may sell it a new 
carpet will hardly be an asset to the 
House of God; he who would become 
a Freemason in order to get the trade 
of his fellow lodge members will 
hardly be in a frame of mind either 
sincerely to promise brotherhood or 
faithfully to live up to its obliga- 
tions. Hence Freemasonry’s need to 
obtain the most solemn declaration 
possible of the secret intentions, the 
real motives, the hidden desires of 
those who would join our mystic 
circle. 

The “Doctrine of the Perfect 
Youth” is. perennially a matter for 
discussion in grand lodges. The or- 
igin of the requirement that a man 
be perfect in all his limbs and parts 
goes back to the days before the writ- 
ten history of the Craft. Mackey 
states that the first written law on 
the subject is found in the fifth ar- 
ticle of the Old York or Gothic Con- 
stitutions adopted at York in A. D. 
926: 

“4 candidate must be without 
blemish and have the full and proper 
use of his limbs; for a maimed man 
can do the Craft no good.” 

This requirement has been re- 
peated and again repeated at various 
times in many different forms; in 
“The Ancient Charges at Making” 
(1686) and in the “Constitutions of 
1722-23” which put in print the cus- 
toms and enactments of the Mother 
Grand Lodge in 1717. 

The same Masonic authority 
makes the 18th landmark read: 

Certain qualifications of a candi- 
date for initiation are derived from 
a Landmark of the Order. These 
qualifications are that he shall be a 
man _~ shall be unmutilated — free 
born and of mature age. That is to 
a cripple or a slave or 


say, a woman, 
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one born in slavery, is disqualified 
for initiation into the rites of Ma- 
sonry. 

Just how strictly this law should 
be interpreted is a moot question, 
and different jurisdictions rule in dif- 
ferent ways upon it. In no juris- 
diction, for instance, is a man con- 
sidered to be ineligible because he 
wears glasses or has a gold tooth! 
In most jurisdictions he must be 
“perfect” with two arms, two legs, 
two hands and two feet. In some 
jurisdictions, if he can conform to 
the requirements of the degrees, he 
may lack one or two fingers not vital 
to the tokens; in others he may not. 

The foundation of the doctrine 
was an operative requirement; obvi- 
ously a maimed man could not do as 
“good work, true work, square work” 
as the able-bodied. The requirement 
has been carried over into specula- 
tive Masonry. Its greatest impor- 
tance to-day is less in the need for 
physical strength and mobility than 
in the undoubted fact that if we ma- 
terially alter this ancient landmark, 
these old “usages and customs”, then 
we can alter others, admit women, 
elect by a majority vote, dispense 
with the tiler, and hold our meetings 
in the public square! Physical quali- 
fications have a further importance 
of a practical nature; other things 
being equal, the maimed man and the 
cripple are more apt to become 
charges upon the lodge than the 
strong and whole. Finally, the weak 
and feeble of body cannot offer to 
their brethren that same assistance 
in danger which he able-bodied may 
give. 

Inspired by patriotism, some jue 
risdictions have relaxed the severity 
of their physical requirements in fa- 
vor of soldiers who have suffered in 
behalf of their country. Into the ar- 
gument pro and con as to the expe- 
dience of such relaxations this bul- 
letin cannot go. Suffice it here that 
the lodge to which an applicant ap- 
plies should be meticulously careful 
to sce that the candidate conforms 
literally to the requirements as laid 
down by the grand lodge. 

Tt is hardly necessary to say that 
the petition of a woman cannot be 
entertained under any circumstances 
whatsoever, nor need the reasons for 
it he here discussed. 

The mental qualifications required 
of a candidate are dictated more by 
the desires of the individual lodge 
than by stated law. Many jurisdic- 
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tions have ruled that a man who can- 
not read is not an eligible petitioner, 
for the good and sufficient reason 
that he who cannot read cannot 
search the Great Light, nor discover 
for himself the by-laws of his lodge, 
the constitution of the grand lodge, 
or the old charges and ancient con- 
stitutions. 

The ability to read and write, how- 
ever, important though it is, does not 
make a man educated! Nothing is 
said in our ritual about the need of 
an education prior to becoming a 
Mason, but by implication a man is 
supposed to have sufficient educa- 
tional background to be able to study 
the seven liberal arts and sciences. 
“Sufficient education” is a very broad 
phrase and may include all sorts of 
men, of all sorts of education, as, in- 
deed, it does. A man may not know 
the multiplication table, murder the 
King’s English, and believe geometry 
is something to eat, and yet be a 
hard-working, true-hearted, single- 
minded brother to his brethren. But 
it will hardly be doubted that if all 
Freemasons were of such limited edu- 
cational equipment, the order would 
perish from the earth from the lack 
of appreciation of what it is, where 
it came from, and whither it is going! 

First the friend who presents the 
petition; next the committee ap- 
pointed to investigate; and finally 
the lodge must be the judges of what 
constitutes a “sufficient mental equip- 
ment” to enable a man to become a 
good member of the lodge. 

A few ritualistic lions are in the 
path. He who is silly, childish, in 
his dotage, he who is insane, he who 
is known to be a fool—mav not le- 
gally receive the degrees. It is to be 
noted that “dotage” is not a matter 
of years but of the effect of years. 
A man of four score in full pos 
sion of his mental faculties is not 
in his dotage. Premature senility 
may attack a man in his fifties: he 
may truly be in his dotage.  Simi- 
larly a “fool” does not mean, Ma- 
sonically, a man without what we 
consider good judgment, “Jones 
was a fool to go into that stock” 
He is foolish to try to build that 
house” —“What a fool he is to. sell 
his store now”’-—do not really ex- 
press belief that the man is a “fool” 
in the Masonic sense, merely that in 
these particular cases he acts as we 
think a fool would act. 

Masonically, a man is a fool” 
who suffers from arrested mental de- 
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velopment. He is not mad, neither is 
he in his dotage, but he lacks the 
ordinary mental equipment, judg- 
ment, ability of the rest of humanity. 
Such an one, of course, is ineligible 
to receive the degrees, since he can 
neither comprehend nor live up to 
their teachings. 

The moral qualifications a peti- 
tioner should possess are fully under- 
stood by all. The petitioner must 
express his belief in Deity. No athe- 
ist can be made a Mason. He must 
be “under the tongue of good report” 
—i. e., have a good reputation in his 
community. He must “obey the 
moral law.” But just how much is 
included in this phrase is an open 
question. 

One or two grand lodges have at- 
tempted to read into Masonry a basis 
of Christianity. If Masonry were 
Christian, it would be impossible for 
the Jew, the Chinese, the Mohamme- 
dan, to become Masons. As Ma- 
sonry specifically states that Masons 
are obliged only to believe in “that 
religion in which all men agree (i. ¢., 
a belief in God) leaving their par- 
ticular opinions to themselves,” it 
has seemed obvious to the vast ma- 
jority of grand jurisdictions that 
Masonry is not, and cannot be made, 
sectarian. 

While a “moral man” may be hard 
to define, he is easy to recognize. 
Committees seldom have much trou- 
ble in ascertaining that a man “mor- 
ally fit” to become a Mason is so. 
The contrary is not always true— 
moral unfitness often masquerades 
under the appearance of virtue — 
henee the need for the competent 
committee, 

In some jurisdictions a separate 
ballot is taken on the candidate for 
“Se second and third degrees, to test 
his “moral fitness”, but usually the 
ballot which elects a petitioner to the 
degree is considered to express the 
opinion of the membership on all his 
qualifications at once. 

The applicant for the degrees must 
be (Old Charges) “of mature and 
discreet age.” In this country that is 
the legal majority. In some foreign 
Jurisdictions it varies from cighteen, 
for a “lewis” or son of a Mason, to 
twenty-five. 

Our requirement of legal age 1s 
dictated not only by the fact that 
Masonry is for men, and a youth 
does not become a man until he is 
twenty-one, but because to be made 
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a Mason in the United States a man 
must be a citizen, and citizenship, in 
its real sense, is not held by minors. 

Our political requirements are 
most explicit upon the question of 
being free born. Many have errone- 
ously thought that such qualification 
to keep out men of the colored race. 
was “read into” the body of Ma- 
sonry.. Unsuestionably “free born” 
means not only not born a slave, but 
not born of parents who have been 
slaves, or whose forebears were 
slaves. Thus “free born” does bar 
the man of African descent in this 
country from becoming a Mason. 

But the provision was an integral 
part of Masonic law long before Af- 
ricans were imported to this coun- 
try—see the statute from the Old 
York Constitution already quoted. 
The custom goes even further into 
antiquity. In the ancient mysteries of 
Greece and Rome, from which Ma- 
sonry derives something of its form, 
a similar law prevailed. No man born 
a slave, or made a slave, even if freed 
(manumitted) could be initiated. 

It is practically a universal re- 
quirement that the candidate be a 
resident of the jurisdiction to which 
he applies for a period of one year 
prior to making application. A man 
who has not resided for a reasonable 
period in one place cannot have dem- 
onstrated to his neighbors the kind 
of a man that he is. A committee is 
handicapped in making investigation 
of a man who is not among friends 
and neighbors. Grand lodges are 
usually very strict about this, but 
grand masters occasionally, upon a 
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very good reason being shown, grant 
dispensations to shorten the statu- 
tory period. A man who has re- 
sided in a jurisdiction for ten months 
let us say, is ordered to Japan for 
three years. He desires to become a 
Mason before he departs. If he is 
satisfied that the applicant can show 
the committee his moral worth, a 
grand master may permit him to 
make application and receive the de- 
grees before he departs. During the 
war, when all requirements seemed 
of less than usual importance when 
seen in the fierce white light of pat- 
riotism, length of residence in a juris- 
diction was sometimes lost sight of. 

A man considered worthy to have 
his petition placed before a Masonic 
lodge has much to recommend him. 
If the committee has done its work 
well, and if on the strength of that 
report the lodge elects him, he may 
well feel that an important seal has 
been placed upon his reputation and 
his character. That some commit- 
tees do their work ill is evidenced by 
occasional failures of brethden to 
malk uprightly. That the vast ma- 
jority of committees are intelligent 
and faithful is proved by the reputa- 
tion of the Fraternity and the un- 
doubted fact that a man known to 
be a master Mason is almost univer- 
sally considered to be a good man 
and true! 


The Electric Blue Print Co. 
Blue Prints. Photostats, Direct 
Black and Blue Line Prints 


36 BROMFIELD STREET 
Lib. 1467-8 | 


Enroll in New England’s oldest and most 
successful speech-correction school. Per- 


sonal, private instruction benefits old and 
young. Write today for descriptive Booklet. 


Boston Stammerers’ Institute 
SAMUEL D. ROBBINS. Director 
419 BOYLSTON STREET 


- BOSTON 


ALL KINDS OF INSURANCE 


No Money Down to Reliable Persons 


Automobile Free Plate Service 


Terms Arranged 


ABBOTT AND COMPANY 


262 WASHINGTON STREET. BOSTON, MASS. 
Telephone Hancock 8592 


Room 44, Journal Bldg. 


MASONIC CRAFTSMAN 


[March, 1931 


When H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, 
accompanied by Prince George, visited 
Jerez de la Frontera in southern Spain, 
on the 24th of April, 1927, he was 
shown a butt of sherry, in the famous 
Gonzalez bodegas, made from grapes 
grown in the year of his birth—1894. 
The Prince sampled the wine and, ap- 
proving it, consented to this vintage 
being dedicated to him. He placed his 
signature on the butt, to which his coat- 
of-arms was afterwards attached, and 
the wine was sealed in a special cellar, 
to be reserved for his sole use. A con- 
signment has just been transferred to 
His Royal Highness’s own cellar in 


London. Lucky Prince! 


MASONRY VITAL FACTOR 

Masonry was described as a force 
binding men together in a spirit of fra- 
ternalism and teaching them a love for 
mankind in general and especially for 
the unfortunate and oppressed, by Rev. 
B. W. Pullinger, Rector of Grace Epis- 
copal Church, writing in the Masonic 
News. 


“Thousands of us are better men to- 
day because of the teachings of Ma- 
sonry,” he stated. “There is a tie that 
binds us, men to men, as surely as a 
force holds earth to sun and sun to 
stars, a force which far outweighs the 
force of gravity, which we have come 
to call fraternity. 

“Not only does our order seek to 
a fraternalism based on mutual enjoy- 
ment and fellowship—but it aims to be 
build up a spirit of true fraternalism— 
the medium wherein we may associate 


ourselves with the unfortunate and the 
oppressed. Masonry helps me to be a 


friend to all. Enables me to share in 
all the movements in our communities 
wherein we live in whatever is good. 

“The cardinal principles of Masonry 
to me are faith, hope, charity, and the 
greatest of these is charity. What the 
cardinal virtues, justice, fortitude, pru- 
dence, and temperance, were to the an- 
cient Greeks; what liberty, equality, 
and fraternity were to the French Rev- 
olution; what the rights of men were 
to the founders of the American Re- 
public; what the three steps in the spir- 
itual ascent—purification, illumination, 
union with God—have been to mystics 
of all ages and countries, that, and all 
that, faith, hope, and love have been to 
all of us Masons... . 

“It is for these reasons that Masonry 
means so much to me and deserves the 
respect of all fair-minded people. Let 
Masonry flourish; she belongs to the 
world because of her great work. Ma- 
sonry to me has been a handmaiden to 
my religion and made my life, I trust, 
more helpful to my brother men and 
my religion more tender and myself 
kindlier to others.” 


$3,000 TO RED CROSS 

In announcing a_ subscription of 
$3,000 to the American Red Cross on 
behalf of the Grand Lodge of Masons 
in Ohio, for the drought relief sufferers 
of the United States, Judge Harry G. 
Gram, grand master of the grand lodge, 
made the following statement: 

The fundamental principles of Free- 
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masonry are brotherly love, relief and 
truth. My intimate knowledge with the 
work of the Red Cross for many years 
in many disasters in this country and 
abroad has convinced me that the Red 
Cross is actuated in its work for suffer- 
ing humanity by the same principles. 
In making this subscription in the name 
of the grand lodge, I desire to take the 
opportunity of urging Masonic lodges of 
the state of Ohio and Masons individ- 
ually to make such contributions to 
this appeal of the National Red Cross 
as they can possibly make, consistent 
with the demands that are being made 
for relief in their various localities. 


PRESIDENT GETS DEGREES 

At a special meeting of Scottish Rite 
Masons at Chapultepec Castle, Mexico 
City, Mex., President Ortiz Rubio be- 
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came a thirty-second degree Scottish 
Rite Mason. After his elevation in the 
Scottish Rite, the President was then 
invested with membership in the Ane- 
zeh Shrine, and also initiated into the 
Royal Order of Jesters. 

Many prominent Mexicans are Ma- 
sons, among them being former Presi- 
dent Calles, Diaz and Gil; General 
Joaquin Amaro, the Minister of War; 
General Perez Trevino, Minister of 
Agriculture; Aaron Saenz, Minister of 
Industry and Commerce and Labor, and 
General Jose Maria Tapia, chief of 
the Presidential Headquarters Staff un- 
der former President Portes Gil, and 
later Governor of Lower California. 


UNIQUE INSTALLATIONS 

Five unique installations, in three of 
which father and son played the prin- 
cipal parts, occurred in Masonic lodges 
in Iowa durine the month of January, 
according to the Grand Lodge Bulletin. 

Ralph Stanbery was installed master 
of Benevolence Lodge No. 145, Mason 
City. He follows in the footsteps of 
his grandfather, W. C. Stanbery, who 
was the first master of the lodge, hav- 
ing been installed 72 years ago. This 
pioneer Mason was not only the first 
master of his lodge, but he was also the 
first mayor of the newly organized vil- 
lage which is now Mason City. He 
served as revenue collector under Pres- 
ident Andrew Johnson. His son, father 
of the present master, also served the 
lodge as master. 

Orange Lodge No. 123, Guthrie Cen- 
ter, had an unusual coincidence. S. W. 
Tracy was installed Master of the same 
lodge over which his grandfather, Wil- 
liam Tracy, presided as first master in 
1857—74 years ago. In this case there 
is a continuous Masonic line, as Frank 
P. Tracy, father of the present master, 
is a 50-year Mason. 

L. L. Thomas, past master of Marble 
Lodge. 368, >, had the pleasure 
of installing his son, Ralph E. Thomas, 
as master of the lodge. This was the 
father installing his own son into the 
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first instance in Marble Lodge of a 
master’s chair. The new master was 
tut 25 years of age, and the first mas- 
ter to present a past master’s jewel of 
the lodge—the first one being presented 
to the father. 

Charles F. Townsend, the first mas- 
ter of Moingona Lodge No. 633, Des 
Moines, under charter. has installed all 
the officers of this lodge since he retired 
as its first master. This year he had 
the opportunity of installing his own 
son in that place of honor. He had 
previously conferred the three degrees 
upon this son. 

Full Moon Lodge, Melbourne, held 
an unusual communication when W. B. 
Nason, first master of the lodge, under 
charter, not only inducted his son, L. 
J. Nason, into the master’s station, but 
also installed another son, E. A., as 
senior warden, and his nephew as ty- 
ler. All of Past Master Nason’s sons 
and all of his grandsons except one 
are members of Full Moon Lodge. 
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ORGANIZED LODGE 
OF RESEARCH 

On January 21, the Grand Lodge of 
North Carolina issued a charter to form 
the North Carolina Lodge of Research 
No. 666, at Monroe. This is claimed 
to be the first chartered lodge of re- 
search in the United States, and marks 
the official recognition of and necessity 
for such a lodge by the Grand Lodge 
of North Carolina. 

The North Carolina Lodge of Re- 
search will hold meetings on the second 
Tuesday of each month, at which time 
original papers will be read before the 
lodge on important subjects of Ma- 
sonic research. Any master Mason in 
good standing in his lodpe may attend 
these meetings. 

It is the object of the Lodge of Re- 
search to form immediately a Circle of 
Correspondence, to which any master 
Mason in good standing, or any lodge, 
may join at the nominal cost of two 
dollars joining fee and annual dues of 
three dollars. The members of the Cor- 
respondence Circle have all the privi- 
leges of a regular member, except they 
cannot vote or hold office. 
bers will receive the transactions of the 
lodge, which will contain the papers 
read before the lodge. 


These mem- 


MODERN MASONRY 

Following reports of losses in mem- 
bership by a number of grand lodges, 
there has arisen a good deal of specu- 
lation as to the cause. The natural 
conclusion would seem to be that it is 
a reflection of the economic depression 
that has existed throughout the coun- 
try for some time. There are those 
who would have become candidates in 
inere — prosperous Also, there 
have been members who were unable to 
keep up with their dues. 
classes would in all probability take 
care of the total decrease. However, 
a number of writers h chosen to ig- 
nere or minimize this feature, and at- 
tribute the loss to an increasing lack of 
interest in the Masonic Fraternity. 

This alleged lack of interest is said 
to exist because the fraternity has failed 
to keep up with the times, and that 


times. 
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members hesitate to attend lodge when 
so many other places beckon with 
promises of entertainment and excite- 
ment. The loss of membership offers 
those who take this stand an opportu- 
nity to endeavor to put across the idea 
of what they term “pepping up” and 
“modernizing” the Masonic lodges. 

Perhaps there are a number of Ma- 
sons that hold with this view. If ‘“‘pep- 
ping up” and “modernizing” mean a 
predominance of jazz band methods, 
fun, entertainment, and little or no re- 
gard for seriousness, then one fears 
that they are overlooking the true mis- 
sion of the fraternity. 

Masonry is generally conceded to 
have had its inception among a band of 
workers, men whose pleasures were de- 
rived not from the artificial but from 
the real. They believed and taught 
that by the application of certain prin- 
ciples, many of which the tools of their 
trade symbolized, men could live a more 
useful life—a life whose influence would 
not be limited to the short space of 
an indiyidual’s existence, but would 
through the memory of good deeds, of 
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contributions to human welfare, con- 
tinue on through the centuries. 
Masonry, to-day, is a composition of 
those truths which have existed from 
time immemorial and those that have 
been gathered through the ages, pre- 
served and handed down from gener- 
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ation to generation. It offers, to those 
who seek, a wonderful field of research 
and, as a reward, a life of happiness 
through the discovery and application 
of its truths. 

The fraternity was conceived by 
workers and is primarily for those who 
are willing, through study, to gain a 
truer conception of principles that will 
light the way in a path that leads to- 
wards a more useful and beneficial ex- 
istence. he Craft never claimed to of- 
fer entertainment in the common mean- 
ing of the word; and those who live 
only for to-day, who are solely inter- 
ested in the pursuit of momenta ti- 
ficial pleasure, have no place within its 
folds. 

It is possible to bring about a drastic 
change in the quality of Masonic mem- 
bership; to ignore and forget within 
its lodges the principles and teachings 
that have given the fraternity life and 
growth through the ages, but if such a 
change is brought about, Masonry will 
cease to live. 
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SOLICITATION? 
Editor Masonic Cra w8 

In the matter of what might be 
termed ‘Unwritten Masonic Law” two 
of such particularly come to mind at 
the present moment, and may possibly 
be worthy of consideration at this time: 

1. The matter of soliciting a man to 
become a member of the Blue Lodge, 
and; 

2. The matter of soliciting a member 
of a Blue Lodge to affiliate with the so- 
called “Higher Bodies’ and including 
also such organizations as the Shrine, 
Grotto, Constantine of Alabama and 
such like, and also the Eastern Star 
and its affiliated bodies. 

* * * * 


It has, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, been an unwritten Masonic 
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law, that no one should ever become a 
member of the Masonic fraternity ex- 
cept he make application of his own 
free will, and unsolicited by a member 
of the fraternity, but that after he 
once becomes a member of some Blue 
lodge, he is, by virtue of that fact, the 
prey and object of solicitor after solici- 
tor for every branch of the fraternity 
of the “higher” type, so-called, regard- 
less of whether or not he can afford 
the amount that is necessory for the 
original fees alone, to say nothing as 
to his ability to meet his obligations as 
to annual dues thereafter. This is 
something he is not allowed to think of 
and consider, but is led to almost be- 
lieve that the one sponsoring his ap- 
plication to such organization would in 
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case of an emergency be willing to meet 
such obligations out of his own pocket, 
if only he would be good enough to 
“sign on the dotted line,’ which he does 
in most cases of high pressure “‘sales- 
manship,” and there is a lot of this put 
forward outside of the automobile busi- 
ness. 

It is a question whether the old-time 
ideas regarding solicitation for the two 
classes should not at the present time 
be reversed, and so make it possible 
for the Craft to interest good men to 
join, that is, those whom we believe in 
our hearts to be good men, rather than 
forward outside of the automobile busi- 
wait for them to at least find out that 
we cannot invite them to join us, as is 
the custom with many organizations as 
important to the welfare of the com- 
munity as Freemasonry is supposed and 
expected to be. Where would a whole 
lot of our public and semi-public or- 
ganizations be if they made no solicita- 
tions to boost their membership? 

There appears to be no good and 
sufficient reason why it would not be 
possible, and as safe, to accept a so- 
licited member into the Masonic fra- 
ternity with the recommendation of a 
member, and the further safeguard of 
a committee, as it is at present time and 
under present regulations. And along 
this line it is a very grave question, 
whether at this very moment, this very 
method of solicitation is not in use by 
many Blue lodges and its members. 

And after one has finally become a 
member of a Blue lodge in regular 
standing, is it out of the question to 
presume that it should be up to him- 
self as to whether he is interested 
enough and financially able to “seek 
further light’, and for a desire to as- 
certain on his own account and by his 
own volition, that which he is now as- 
sured beforehand will be of such an 
everlasting benefit to him. 

I am aware that the expense of 
maintaining the average Masonic body 
is made the stepping stone for what 
may almost be termed “paid solicitors” 
by many of our upper bodies, and from 
the time a man signs the by-laws of a 
Blue lodge, and sometimes even prev- 
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ious to that happy moment, he is the 
target of someone to “come along into” 
the chapter, or start in on the Scottish 
Rite, whether he can afford it or not, 
whether he has had time to actually 
find out whether he is satisfied at being 
made a Mason, and all this to satisfy 
the everlasting fact, continually par- 
aded before most of us, that we must 
have this or that number of candidates 
if we are to survive the coming year. 
Most every newly installed head of any 
upper body will give out that song and 
dance ritual regarding the securing of 
applications the night of his installa- 
tion and follow it up with colored cir- 
culars at odd times during his term of 
office. 


a—X—X—X—SsX—X—X—Xx_J]S|—_—_—_—_-_--=-=-= 
CHARLES E. ELY 
Funeral Director 


247 WALNUT STREET 
NEWTONVILLE, MASS. 
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Nickerson the Haberdasher 


104 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON 
Telephone: Hancock 7878 


| Neckties, Socks, Collars and 
Shirts Help 
MELZAR D. SMITH 


UPHOLSTERING OF ALL KINDS 
HENRY HEATHCOTE 


CURTAINS 
ENVELOPES 


AUTO TOPS 
SLIP COVERS 


Tel. UNI. 6955-W 


149 FIRST STREET | 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
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Telephone Hancock 0358 


Boston Textile 


Mending Co. 


Established 1910 


“The Original Textile House” 


EXPERT CLOTH AND GARMENT 
MENDERS 


12 West Sr., cor. WASHINGTON 
Room 704, Boston, Mass. 


MISS C. L. MORSE 
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Chas. B. Watson 
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FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 


and 
EMBALMER 


sa 


71 PEARL STREET 
CAMBRIDE 


Telephone 
PORter 1201 


Sooo Sox 


= | 
Electric Baths | 
| 


HOFF’S INSTITUTE 
SWEDISH MASSAGE | 
Resident Work by Appointment 
Corrective Exercises — Baking 
Diathermy — Ultra Violet Rays 
Doctor's Orders Strictly Followed 
11 BEACON STREET 
BOSTON 
HENRY HOFF, Director 


HAYmarket 5376 
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SoS 


236 LAMARTINE STREE 


G. BURKHARD 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 


Furniture and Piano Mover 
PACKING — SHIPPING 


Weekly Trips to Maine, New Hampshire. Vermont, New York, Philadelphia 
Washington and Intermediate Points 

" GOODS INSURED WHILE IN TRANSIT 

( ESTIMATES CHEERFULLY GIVEN 


Telephones Jamaica 0346 and 0345 


STORAGE 


JAMAICA PLAIN. MASS. | 


(SoS 


SoS So So SoSoso SoSoS 
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Now, if we do not solicit for the ad- 
vanced degrees, will it not actually 
create more interest and longing for the 
Blue lodge member to wonder why it is, 
and in time ask for an application of 
his own free will because he has in the 
meantime learned something of Freema- 
sonry, while the one who does not really 
warm up to it, and there are a lot of 
that kind, is not saddled on the Chap- 
ter or Council or whatever it may be, 
and in time become a burden both to 
himself and the fraternity as far as an 
beneficial member and the best asset is 
actual Masonic asset is concerned. The 
the one who goes higher in Masonry be- 
cause he learned to like the Blue lodge 
as a starter, and really wishes to learn. 

(Signed) A Pasr Master. 


ANCIENT BIBLE GIFT 

Otto Stoltz, junior warden of Mon- 
eta Lodge No. 405, Los Angeles, Cal., 
has presented to the Masonie Library 
of Southern California at Los Angeles 
an old Luther Bible which was printed 
by the order of the theological faculty 
of the University of Heidelberg in 
1666. The Bible has been the prop- 
erty of the Stoltz family for nearly two 
centuries and is well preserved. The 
library board has had this valuable 
book re-covered and it is now in excel- 
lent condition. 


ANCIENT MASONIC 
CERTIFICATE 

There was recently discovered at 
Streetsville, Canada, a Masonic cer- 
tificate issued by the United Grand 
Lodge of England in 1815, to Alfred 
Rich, at that time a Master Wheeler in 
the Citadel at Quebec. The certificate 
which bears the caption: ‘United 
Grand Lodge, Ancient and Accepted 
Masons, H. R. H. Duke of Sussex, 
Grand Master,” states that Alfred 
Rich received the third degree in Lodge 
No. 17, Quebec, in 1815, and the seal 
of the grand lodge was attached in 
1817, the presumption being that the 
certificate was sent to England for sig- 
nature. 

Mr. Rich later moved to this city 
and when River Park Masonic Lodge 
was organized here attended the first 
meeting, wearing his Masonic apron, 
which bears the date 1816, and is to- 
day treasured by his granddaughter. 


ee 
BOSTON OFFICES: | 
14 ALBANY STREET Tel. Liberty 7008 | 


BATEMAN’S 
MOTOR EXPRESS 


SALEM, PEABODY and BOSTON 
Furniture and Piano Moving 
Weekly Trips to New York 
Salem 4250 Peabody 1290 
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A TRUTH ENUNCIATED 

In a recent address a Deputy Grand 
Master observed that “this ceremony is 
significant because it expresses in a 
concrete way the ideal of fraternalism 
within the group. The spirit of fra- 
ternalism should not cease with the 
end of earthly existence. Fraternalism 
is really a spiritual relationship. It is 
what Robert Burns called a mystic tie 
and should continue independent of 
physical mortality. Freemasonry ought 
to be more than a ritualistic procedure. 
It should be a mental attitude. It is 
an expresson of the heart. Therefore, 
the provision which has been made here 
for the care of the human remains is an 
outward expression of that inward sen- 
timent. Here the sailor will come from 
the sea, and the hunter from the hill; 
here those who have been called away 
in the Springtime of youth, those who 
have heard the summons in the strength 
of their mature years, and those others 
who have reached the evening of life 
and have longed for the happy hills of 
rest, will all find an abiding place to- 
gether.” 


—————— 
Adams Square Hat Co. | 


Hatters on the Square Practical Hatters 
Ladies’ & Men's HATS of Every Description 
Cleaned and Remodeled into Latest Shapes 
You have tried the rest why not the best? 
116 WASHINGTON ST. Tel. Rich. 0042 
Opp. Leopold Morse Co.—Up Stairs 


+ 
Tel. East Boston 2902-M 


PIETRO MANZONI 


Formerly of the North Bennet 
Industrial School 


HAND-I¥ ROUGHT 
LANTERNS and SCONCES 
Artistic Hand Work 
Brass, Copper, Pewter and Tin 
101 Corrace STREET 
East Boston, Mass. 


W.C. Goodrich 


Vv 


FUNERAL HOME 
and 
AMBULANCE 

SERVICE 


128 WASHINGTON STREET 
LYNN, MASS. 


TELEPHONE BREAKERS 2680 


Blue Lodge Aprons, Collars, Jewels, Jewelry 


K. T. 


Chapter, Coun- 
cil, Eastern 
\ Star Regalia, 
Shrine Fez, 
Collars and 
Regalia 
Jewels Replated, 
Repaired 
No. 14 Lambskin Aprons, size 12x14 inches, 
unlined, wide tape strings, made of fin- 
est selected stock, first guality. $14.00 
No. 7 White Lambskin Aprons, extra qual- 
Sisk Tata a at Ve ae an $15.00 


THE BOSTON REGALIA CO. 
93 Summer Street, Boston, Mass. 
Gold 2509 Silk U. S. Flag 41-8x5 1-2 feet. 


50 cents. Pole, Eagle with Stand $25.00 up. 


Tet. HANcock 1738 


WALTON B 


Undertakers 


546 TREMONT STREET 


ROTHERS | 


BOSTON, MASS. 
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ALL SORTS 


FAMILIAR STUFF 
Bob Tamplin: What, excavating this 
street again? 
Foreman: Sure, the contractor is a 
surgeon, and it seems that three steam 
shovels are missing. 


WAY BACK 
A backwoods mountaineer one diy 
found a mirror which a tourist had lost. 
“Well, if it ain’t my old dad,” he 
said, as he looked in the mirror. “If 
never knowed he had his pitcher took.” 
He took the mirror home and stoic 
into the attic to hide it. But his ac- 
tions didn’t escape his suspicious wife. 
That night while he slept she slipped 
up to the attic and found the mirror. 
“Hum-um,” she said, looking into it, 
“so that’s the old hag he’s been chasin’.” 


ALL PALS TOGETHER 

When he stood up he was spellbound. 
The big and jubilant audience dazed 
him, and as he stammered and stuttered 
in an attempt to get started, one of the 
members of the audience hollered: “Tell 
7em all you know, Bill. It won’t take 
long.” 

That was just enough to rifle Bill. 

“Tl tell ’em all we both know,” he 
shot back. “It won’t take any longer.” 


RIGHT! 

Mother (teaching son arithmetic): 
“Now take the Spinks family. There 
is mother, daddy and the baby. How 
many does that make?” 

Son: “Two and one to carry.” 


OZONE 
Late at night a gentleman rolled out 
of the door of an exclusive night club 


and blinked up at the stars.  “Gra- 
cious!” he exclaimed to the fancily 
dressed doorman, “What is that strange 


odor around here?” 
“That sir.” said the doorman, “is 
fresh air.” 


F.P. Davis Monumental Works, Inc. 


WaT YOoY a0} puag 


M-OLST—U-OLET BOTeUTeE 


3801 WASHINGTON STREET 
FOREST HILLS, MASS. 
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FINALLY FELT SAFE 


“Gus,” said Bill, as he caught up 


with him on the way back to camp, “are 
all the rest of the boys out of the woods 
yet?” 


“Yes,” said Gus. 

“A “AML six of them?” 
“And they’re all safe?” 
“Yep,” 


answered Gus. “They’re all 


hen,” said Bill, his chest swelling, 
2 


“T’ve shot a deer.” 


A BELIEVER 


She—‘Do you believe in church lot- 
teries?! 
He—‘Well, I was 


married in 


chureh.” 


INFORMATION FROM THE AIR 


My Radio! My Radio! 
You tell in music sweet 
How my opinions ought to go 
And what to wear and eat. 


| 
| 
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BLAISDELLS 
SWAMPSCOTT 


HOME MADE ICE CREAM 
LUNCHEON 
SODAS 
HOT DRINKS 
SPECIAL DINNERS 


For Craft Workers 
A 5-cent stamp brings you samples 
Sold by the whole or half skin, 
also cut 1o measure 
Tools, designs, lacings, both in Calf 
and Goat skin, Snap Fasteners to 
match leathers, Leather Dye, Wax 
Polish and Sphinx Paste. 


W. A. HALL 


250 DEVONSHIRE STREET 
Boston 9, Mass. 
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See eee, 


One minute from the Temple 
Now showing finest selection 
of suitings and coatings 
for men’s wear at 
moderate prices 


Knicutrs Temritar Unirorms 
A SPECIALTY 
wv 


Jos. C. Morganti 
... Your Tailor... 
919 COLONIAL BLDG. 


100 BOYLSTON STREET 
Alterations and Pressing 


SE ED 


x 


Han. 1647 
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Suburban Radio Service 


Boston’s Oldest Radio Service 
4259 WASHINGTON STREET 
ROSLINDALE, MASS. 
We repair all kinds of Radios and 
Power Packs. Lowest Prices. 
All Work Guaranteed 
ALL MAKES OF TUBES SOLD 
Home and Laboratory Service 
We Go Everywhere 
Stuart L. Hobart Russell F. Hobart 


Open Evenings Tel. Parkway 5361-R 
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THE GRAHAM 
FUNERAL SERVICE 


BOSTON 
1770 Washington St. 


ox 
! 
! 
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! 
) PROVIDENCE 
! 
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No. Providence, R. I. 
1986 Smith St. 
SPRINGFIELD 

37-39 Howard St. 
WORCESTER WATERTOWN 
838 Main St. 6 Riverside St. 

BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
944 Fairfield Ave. 


571 Broad St. 
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Plumbing Supplies 
HEATING AND 
LIGHTING 
Boston Plumbing 
and Lighting 
Supply Co. 
Near North Station 


145-147 Portland St., Boston (14) Hay. 4100 
4101 


FRANCIS M. WILSON 


INCORPORATED 


Funeral Directors 


OFFICE AND CHAPEL 


28 COLLEGE AVENUE 


WEST SOMERVILLE 


EDWIN G. BLOIS 


Vanager and Treasurer 


Tel. SOMerset 2379 


Residence Tel. SOMerset 0330 
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PROOF! 

Here is woman’s testimonial to the 
body-building and strength-giving qual- 
ities of Jungle Oats: 

“Your oats have helped me wonder- 
fully. A month ago I could not spank 
the baby, now I am able to thrash my 
husband. Heaven bless you!” 


ROUND-TRIP MARTYRS 

A Russian was being led to execu- 
tion by a squad of Bolshevik soldiers 
one rainy morning. 

“What brutes you Bolsheviks are,” 
grumbled the doomed one, “to march 
me through a rain like this.” 

“How about us?” retorted one of 
the squad. ‘We have to march back.” 


MOTHER’S HELP 
Father—‘‘Now I want to put a little 
scientific question to you, my son. When 
the kettle boils, what does the steam 

come out of the spout for?” 
Son—‘So that mother can open your 

letters before you get them!” 


REVERSIBLE 
A grumpy old cynic in church said 
when the collection was passe dto him: 
“Not a cent; I don’t believe in missions. 
“Then,” said the usher, “won't you 
take something out? It’s intended for 
the heathen.” 


Raymond Shoe & Repair Co. 


Your Shoes Resoled by Us Means Practically 
New Shoes with Comfort of Old 
Shoes Called For and Delivered 


3 KINGSTON ST. CORNER SUMMER 
Phone HANcock 0086 


WEBSTER’S NEW 
DICTIONARY 


is the 
“Supreme Authority” 


EVIDENCE 


Hundreds of Supreme Court 
judges concur in highest praise 
of the work as their authority. | Library 
The Presidents and Depart- | im One 
ment Heads of ll, leading Volume 
niversities and Colleges 5 
give theit indorsement. Eauiealent 
The Government Printing | ume ency- 
Office at Washington uses | _ clopedi 
The New International asthe | 2,700 pagess 
standard authority. High offi- 000 en- 
cials in all branches of the | tries, include 
Government indorse it. ing thou- 
The Colleges voted over- | sands of 
whelmingly in favor of | NEW 
Webster as standard of pro- | WORDS; 
nunciation in answer to ques- | 12,000 bio- 
tions submitted by che Chicago | glatheetl on. 
Woman's Club. tries; 32,000 
Get The Best | geographic 
‘ subject: 
Send for free } over 6,000 il- 
illustrated | Hstrations. 
beak: | Ametica’s 
Great 
Question- 
Aswerer. 
G.& C. MERRIAM 
COMPANY 


Springfield, Mass. 
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THE SHAM BATTLE 

Captain Smiff— “Hey, Sergeant 
Bjones, don’t you know you are expos- 
ing yourself to an imaginary enemy 
over there 300 yards away?” 

Sergeant Bjones—‘‘Yes, sir, but I 
am standing behind an imaginary rock 
20 feet high.” 


CARE TO DANCE? 
He: “Do you care for dancing?” 
She: “No.” 
He: “Why not?” 
She: “It’s merely hugging set to mu- 


He: “Well, what is there about it 
that you don’t like?” 
She: “The music.” 


REMEMBER 


“Shay, pardon me, offisher, but where 


am I?” 


“You’re on the corner of Broadway 
and Forty-Second Street.” 
“Cut out the details. What town am 


T in?” 


CARL 8S. GOVE 


Auto Repairs — Lubrication 
All Makes 


Ten Years Service Manager for 


DODGE BROTHERS DEALER 
IN BOSTON 
685 BROOKLINE AVENUE 


Brooking, Mass. 
Telephone Regent 2235 


POSITIONS WANTED > 


SITUATION WANTED 

Mechanical Draftsman, a Lowell Institute 
man, with five years’ experience, desires 
connection with a firm of engineers or man- 
ufacturers in New England in any engineer- 
ing or manufacturing capacity. Would en- 
tertain an opportunity of learning an allied 
business. Apply XI, CRAFTSMAN, Masonic 
Temple, Boston. 


THEATRE MANAGER 
20 years experience. Can furnish best of 
references. Willing to go anywhere in New 
England. Seeks opening. Apply New Eng- 
land Craftsman, XIII, Masonic Temple, 
Boston, Mass. 


—_.cOOO 
Established 1891 


Telephone Conn. 


FRED HAYDEN 
HOUSE PAINTER anp 
PAPER HANGING 
Kalsomining, Graining and 
Glazing 
Wall Paper and Mouldings 
Office 
19 BOYLSTON ST., CAMBRIDGE 


Residence 
35 Gorham Street, Cambridge 


Those 
We Have 
Served Will Tell You 


WV J= render the highest type 
of funeral service at mod- 


erate cost. 


Years of experience in serving 
representative families. 


Day and night service every 
day in the year. 

W. G. ROCKWELL 
11 Spring St. 
Watertown, Mass. 
Telephone Middlesex 146] 


Distributor of 
National Caskets 


ll 


Since 1832 


MS, Waterman #dSons Inc 


uneral Directors. 
Local and Sulurkan Sowice 


OFFICES AND CHAPELS 
497 Commonwealth Ave., Boston 
149 Harvard Street, Brookline 
2326 Washington Street, Roxbury 


NANA INA 


AT 


"Ses< Se OBE SS A OR BOE ABO 


all members of the Craft. 
confidence that a square deal will 


BATHS 


be given in all transactions. 


CIGARS, Ete. 


®@ Ge @ @ 
Classified Business Directory 


CGHE firms whose announcements are printed on this page are reliable. 


They merit the patronage of 


Tue Crarrsman recommends them to the attention of its readers with 


FLOWERS 


OPEN HOURS: 7 a. m. to 12 p. m. 
Sundays and Holidays 7 a. m. to 2 p. m. 


For neat appearance and real cleanliness 


The Niagara Shower Baths 


BARBER SHOP SHOE SHINE 
SUITS PRESSED HATS CLEANED 
MANICURIST 


We carry a complete line of Gents’ Furnishings 


621 WASHINGTON STREET 


Opp. Keith-Albee Theatre 
Tel. Liberty 8362 


31 ScoLLAy SQUARE 
Tel. Haymarket 3589 


BILLIARD SUPPLIES, Ete. 


CIGARS 


Manufacturers of 
BLENOWN MIXTURE 
and PIPE SWEET MIXTU 


COSTUMES 


“EVERYTHING FOR THE SMOKER” 
CELEBRIDAD 
“THAT’S A GOOD CIGAR” 
CASINOS INVINCIBLES 
10c each 2 for 25¢ 
$4.75 box 50 $6.00 box 50 


RE 


DANIEL FRANK CO. 


93 MILK STREET, BOSTON 


“Say it with Flowers”’ 
Buy Them Where They Grow Them 


WINTHROP SQUARE 
GREENHOUSES 


THorwaLp HANSEN 
FLOWERS for ALL OCCASIONS 
— WE DELIVER — 

Phone Mystie 3330 
242 HIGH ST., MEDFORD, MASS. 


HATS 


Tel. Capitol 1212 
1213 


J. MAGANN & CO. 


BILLARD AND Pocket TABLES 
Bow.ine ALLEYS AND SUPPLIES 
We Specialize in Tables 
for the Home 
105 WASHINGTON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


BROKERS 


Member National Costumers' 
Costumes and Wigs for 
Amateur Stage 
Masquerades, ete. 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Tel. Hancock 4346 


DINING ROOM 


HAYDEN COSTUME CO. 


Association 


the 


Plays, Operas, Carnivals, Pageants, 
786 WASHINGTON STREET 


J. M. Vine, Proprietor 
9 I 


Hats 
is Cleaned 


And ee into all 75¢c 


of the Latest Shapes 
Ladies’ Hats Our Specialty 
ORIGINAL 
GEORGE’S 
7 BOYLSTON STREET 
Capito 1146 


Best shine in Boston Good, quick service 


HELP WANTED 


W. H. DRISCOLL & CO. 


Member Boston Curb Exchange 


177 MILK STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Specialist in Curb Stocks 


Telephone Hubbard 4087 


Ye Olde Province S 


Dining Room 
37 PROVINCE ST. 
Bi 


Special Luncheon — 35c, 
Served from 11 to 2:30 

Special Dinner — 
5 to 8 

Also A la Carte 


50e anc 


Han. 5294 


CATERERS 


You may as well have one of the 


Good Dinners served by 


T. D. COOK 
CATERER 
| SECOND STREET 


CAMBRIDGE 
Porter 2890 - 2891 


teps 


& 9 BOSWORTH ST. 
STON 


50c, 75¢ 


1 $1.00 


Rooms for Special Luncheons and Busi- 
ness Conferences without Extra Charge 


WANTED 


Live, energetic, ambitious young men 
to sell Life Insurance. 


Excellent opportunity. Instruction fur- 
nished free. Previous experience not 
necessary for success. 


CHARLES E. TOWNSEND, Gen’l Agent 


Equitable Life Assurance 
Society 
100 Mitk Street, Boston 


Telephones: Hubbard 4288 
Hancock 6200 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Selected Talent for You 


120 Boyiston STREET 
Room 704 
Hancock 5046-5047 


“THE PLAYERS” 


Entertainment Service 
Everett L. Ric, Director 


r 


Banquet. Ladies’ Nights, Children’s Party 
Quality — Service — Reliability 
Send for Our New Illustrated Catalogue 


Boston 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


ERNEST WURLITZER 
WUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 


Bought, Sold, Repaired and Rented 
Agents for 
MARTIN BAND INSTRUMENTS 
Olds, Trombones and Trumpets 
Clarinets, Drums and String Instruments 
Galante Accordeons: Nickel, Silver 
and Gold Plated 
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1931] 


DOSS TS DOBRO SES 


MASONIC 


CRAFTSMAN 


Classified alae checans 
2) 


COTE firms whose announcements are printed on this page are reliable. 
Tur Crarrsman recommends them to the attention of its readers with 


all members of the Craft. 


confidence that a square deal will be given in all transactions. 


ORCHESTRAS 


TILES—FLAGSTONES, Etc. 


Joseph A. Yearde and 
His Club Orchestra 
30 STERLING STREET 
ROXBURY 
Now open for Engagements, Socials, Ete. 


CONTRACT WORK A SPECIALTY 


Director Pullman Porters’ Band 
Chorus and Orchestra 


Tel. Garrison 1446 


PAPER 


NELSON P. CURRIE 


INTERIOR TILING, 
FIREPLACES, BLUESTONE 
AND SLATE FLAGGING 
202 SoUTHAMPTON STREET 
Boston, MASSACHUSETTS 


Telephone GARRISON 4666 
and HIGHLANDS 3000 


Yard and Warehouse 
202 SOUTHAMPTON ST., BOSTON 


TYPEWRITERS 


They merit the patronage of 


TRUCKING 


HARRY LOFCHIE 


General Trucking 
and Moving 
HOME OR OFFICE FURNITURE 
625 E. 4rH STREET 
SOUTH BOSTON 


TeL. SoutH Boston 4331 


UPHOLSTERING 


The Paper for this Magazine is 
furnished by 
DONALD WYMAN 


410 Mary Srree-' 
Fircusure, Mass. 


BOSTON OFFICE 
212 ESSEX STREET 
Tew. Lis. 6375 


PARCEL DELIVERY 


THE IDEAL XMAS GIFT 


A ROYAL PORTABLE 
TYPEWRITER 
A practical gift that will be treasured 
through the years. 


The Royal is available in six attractive 
colors. Also special keyboards at no 


extra cost. 
$60.00 Complete 


Arcade Typewriter Corp. 
Arcade Little Building 


80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Somerset Upholstering Co. 


169 CEDAR STREET 
SOMERVILLE, MASS. 


Specializing in Reed Furniture and 
Baby Carriages — Refinishing, 
Repairing and Upholstery 


WILL CALL FOR AND DELIVER 


Phone Somerset 6166 


WILLIAMS’ 
PARCEL DELIVERY 
AT YOUR SERVICE 
THREE TIMES A DAY 
At 11 A.M. 2 P.M. 5 P.M. 
Pive-Firry-THREE BoyLsTon St. 


CopLeY SQUARE, Boston 
Kenmore 9298 


SECRETARIAL TUTORIAL 


Telephone HANeock 3562 


H. W. FOOTE & CO. 


Contractors for 
Painting and Decorating 


Ceilings Whitened 
Floors Refinished 
Hard Wood 
Finishing 


30 KinesTon St. Boston. Mass. 


Jordan Secretarial-Tutorial 
Schools 


20 HUNTINGTON AVENUE, BOSTON 
Ken. 9498 
69 MYRTLE STREET. 
Melrose 2074 
Cultural and Administrational. Commer- 
cial subjects. Court Stenography, Tutor- 
ing for College Enrollment. Latest Meth- 
ods. Day and Evening. Instructors A.M. 
and B.S. degrees. and Normal Graduates. 
Young Men’s Dormitory. Tuition $50 for 
10 weeks. Coeducational. Foreign tours 
(summer). 


MELROSE 


PAINTING & DECORATING 


Hvnparp 3150 


THE “OLD MAN” | 


DeSILVA SIGN CO. 
Twenty-vour Province STREET 
Oper. Crry Hari 
Established 1886 


SAPE_ SSN 


896 BEACON ST. 
AUDUBON ROAD = 
; Phones KENmore 1310-1311 


SERVICE OF QUALITY 
AND DEPENDABILITY 
Le 
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District Deputy Grand 
Master and District 
Deputy Grand High 

Priest Jewels 


vv 


SEND FOR PARTICULARS 
AND PRICES 


Ww 


Mail Orders Given Our Prompt 
Attention 


Vv 


FREDERICK T. WIDMER 


Jeweler 


31 WEST ST. (THIRD FLOOR) 


The High Cost 
of Living 


is forced on one’s attention if an illness, or an 
accident, involves hospital charges, surgical 
fees, or the services of a trained nurse. Dis- 
ability may not only prevent a man from earn- 
ing his accustomed income, but at the same 
time add to his normal living expenses the 
abnormal ones which inevitably accompany 
serious illness. 


A Non-Cancellable health and 
accident policy is a very pres- 
ent help in time of trouble. 


The Massachusetts Protective 
Association, Inc. 
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